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The Koestler Exhibition for the North East

LOUD! is an exhibition of artwork 
from prisons, secure hospitals, secure 
children’s homes and probation 
services in the North East of England. 
This collection of painting, drawing, 
sculpture and creative writing has 
been selected from entries to the 2015 
Koestler Awards – a charitable scheme 
which has been rewarding artistic 
achievement in the criminal justice  
and secure services for over 50 years. 
The exhibition has been curated by 
students of the Behaviour Support 
Service, Gateshead, with guidance from 
arts professionals. The curators have 
chosen works that explore themes of 
escapism, freedom, conflict and home. 
Alongside the visual artworks is a range 
of creative writing carefully selected from 
entries to the written work categories. 
The selection includes examples of 
poetry, fiction and life stories. 
A new Koestler Trust app has been 
developed exclusively for this exhibition. 
It contains curators’ commentaries, 
‘behind the scenes’ videos and access to 
all the writing displayed in the exhibition.
‘Koestler Trust’ is a free app available  
in the App Store and Google Play store.

LOUD! is the second Koestler Trust 
exhibition in the North East. It enables 
artworks and writings from prisons and 
secure establishments in the region to 
be seen by a wide audience and gives 
entrants the chance to receive feedback 
on their artwork. 
Being included in a public exhibition is 
a huge boost to the artists’ self-esteem 
and motivation. The opportunity to 
enter a prestigious awards programme 
and receive feedback from the audience 
helps improve their connection to home. 
These factors all support rehabilitation 
and reducing reoffending.

The exhibition is kindly supported by the Sir 
James Knott Trust and The Barbour Foundation.
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A group of 6 young students, aged 
between 12 and 16, from the Behaviour 
Support Service in Gateshead 
volunteered to take on the challenging 
task of curating the exhibition. Each of 
the hundreds of North East visual art 
entries to the 2015 Koestler Awards 
were carefully considered for inclusion 
in the show and, with the guidance of 
curators and artists from BALTIC, The 
Gallery at Gateshead Central Library 
and the Koestler Trust, the final pieces 
were selected.

The young people worked closely with 
BALTIC artist Paul Merrick to engage 
with a range of fine art, meet arts 
professionals and work as a group to  
put together a compelling exhibition 
across the two sites. The group  
discussed themes for the exhibition,  
as well as the layout, and met with 
gallery technicians to learn more  
about how to install an exhibition.
With thanks to the Young Curators 
Adam, Elle, Emily, Jordan, Lee   
and Lucy.

Young Curators

A new Koestler Trust  app has  
been developed by Flo-culture to 
accompany LOUD!
The app offers visitors a privileged 
insight into the making of the 
exhibition, including exclusive videos 
on the curation and young curators 
commentaries on their selection.  
The collection of creative writing 
presented in the exhibition is also 
available to view via the app.
During the exhibition visitors who  
have downloaded the app will gain 
exclusive access to some of the films  
as they will only be triggered to play  
by beacons located in the exhibition. 

The beacons use Bluetooth technology 
to interact with content contained 
within the app. Unrestricted access to 
all the film content will be accessible 
on a second version of the app, released 
after the exhibition closes.
The Koestler Trust app is free to download 
from the App Store and Google Play.

Download our app

Flo-culture.com is a software company 
specialising in content creation, audience 
engagement apps and beacon platforms.
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The service works with school aged 
children from across Gateshead and 
is committed to engaging children in 
the arts alongside a broader, balanced, 
curriculum. The children who are 
involved with the service have all 
experienced barriers to their learning 
often due to behavioural, social or 
health reasons. The service works to 
re-engage these children and support 

them in and out of school – building 
self-confidence and self-belief. 
Gateshead Council is fully committed 
to supporting vulnerable youngsters 
and works in close partnership with 
the Head Teacher, Steve Williamson.

‘It’s been a new experience.  
I don’t think any of us have  

done this before, and it’s  
definitely a new skill.’

— Young curator —

Gateshead Behaviour 
Support Services 
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BALTIC is a major international 
centre for contemporary art situated 
on the south bank of the River Tyne 
in Gateshead, England and has 
welcomed over 6 million visitors, since 
opening to the public in July 2002. 

BALTIC presents a constantly 
changing, distinctive and ambitious 
programme of exhibitions and 
events, and is a world leader in the 
presentation, commissioning and 
communication of contemporary 
visual art. Housed in a landmark ex-
industrial building, BALTIC consists 
of 2,600 square metres of art space, 
making it the UK’s largest dedicated 
contemporary art institution. 

BALTIC’s engagement with its local 
community is wide-ranging from 
working with 33,941 children and 
their families annually through artist 
led workshops in the family learning 
programme, enabling 1,315 artists and 
teachers to undertake professional 
development training through to 
its Times Higher Education award-
winning partnership with Northumbria 
University which includes the BxNU 
Institute of Contemporary Art.

BALTIC is a registered charity. If  
you would like more information  
or to support BALTIC’s work please 
visit www.balticmill.com/support.

Gateshead Council’s Culture Team 
provides an innovative and accessible 
arts programme across the borough 
for Gateshead residents and visitors. 
Covering all ages and artforms and 
utilising cultural venues, schools, 
community settings, parks and 
outdoor spaces; the majority of the 
programme is about engagement and 
audience development for the arts. 
The Gallery at Gateshead Central 

Library is part of this programme and 
has two floors showing six exhibitions 
each year curated by the Culture 
Team. Exhibitions mainly showcase 
work by regional, professional artists 
but The Gallery also exhibits national 
touring exhibitions and shows that 
are a culmination of an arts project 
or residency. There is a supporting 
education and outreach workshop 
programme.

BALTIC Centre  
for Contemporary Art

The Gallery at 
Gateshead Central Library
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The Koestler Trust has been 
supporting the arts in criminal justice 
and secure settings for 54 years. The 
Trust runs the Koestler Awards, a 
prestigious annual scheme across the 
UK’s criminal justice system, to which 
entrants can submit artworks in over 
50 different categories. These include 
painting, mixed media, poetry, film 
and music, as well as traditional 
prison crafts such as matchstick 
modelling and soap carving. The 2015 
Awards attracted 8,533 entries – with 
over 400 entries submitted from the 
North East.
Each year, entries to the Koestler 
Awards are selected for prestigious 
exhibitions across the UK. The 2016 
annual UK Koestler exhibition of art 
by offenders will be held at London’s 
Southbank Centre in the autumn, and 
will be curated by writer and dub poet 
Benjamin Zephaniah. Since 2009 the 

Trust has also developed exhibitions 
in Scotland, Wales, the North West 
and the West Midlands. 
Every Koestler Awards entrant 
receives a participation certificate, 
and many receive written feedback 
about their artwork from a judge or a 
member of the Koestler Arts Team. 
Around a third of all entrants receive 
an award, ranging from Commended 
to Platinum, and many of these are 
named by supporters of the Koestler 
Trust. The higher awards carry a cash 
prize – from £20 for a Bronze Award to 
£100 for a Platinum Award. Each year 
the prize money totals around £30,000.
The Koestler Trust is supported by 
Arts Council England and NOMS  
(the National Offender Management  
Service), with additional support  
from individual trusts, donors and 
sponsors.

The Koestler Trust

www.koestlertrust.org.uk
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Audience Choice Awards are given 
to the artworks that receive the most 
public votes. Voting cards are available 
in the exhibition. The three pieces that 
have most impressed and inspired 
visitors to the show will receive a 
certificate and award of between  
£40 and £100.

When selecting a piece of work 
for the Audience Choice Awards 
visitors can leave comments on their 
selection, which will be forwarded 
(anonymously) to the artist. It means a 
huge amount to artists in prisons and 
other secure settings to know that their 
work is being seen and appreciated.

Audience Choice Awards

‘The feedback cards to the inmates mean 
more than words can say. Certainly to me they 

are cherished more than any prize. People’s 
comments are valued more, because they come 

from a general public that does not judge or 
condemn, but see and admire a talent not just 
for what it is, but for where it has come from.’ 

— Koestler Awards entrant —
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Exhibition supporters

BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art 
Quay Gallery 
Level 2 
Gateshead Quays
South Shore Road 
NE8 3BA

0191 478 1810

Open Daily 10am—6pm  
Except Tuesdays 10.30am—6pm

 
www.balticmill.com

The Gallery 
Gateshead Central Library 
Prince Consort Road 
Gateshead 
NE8 4LN

0191 433 8420

Mon / Tues / Thur /  Fri 9am — 7pm  
Wed 9am —5pm 
Sat 9am—1pm 
Closed on Sundays

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Exhibition partners

Venues

@koestlertrust/koestler.trust

Further information

www.koestlertrust.org.uk 
info@koestlertrust.org.uk

020 8740 0333


